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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Arizona AHEC

Area Health Education Centers

MEETING: RHPP Directors and Regional Center Directors
DATE: September 16, 2026

TIME: 12:00 - 1:05 pm

PLACE: AHEC Zoom Meeting

HOST: Leila Barraza

RHPP Director Attendees:

Other

Carrie Schuessler, Christy Pacheco, Shelley Vaughn, Gina Buban, Nicole

Ferschke, Bettie Coplan , Diane Nunez, Jeremey Gneck, Coy Collins

Center Director Attendees: Jeff Axtell, Yolanda Perez, Gloria Vasquez

Attendees: Jennifer Zoiiga, Rachel Ramos, Marni Valenzuela, Nicole Paredes, Edgardo
Figuero, Alyssa Gough, Colleen Reed, Sonia Cota-Robles, Abby Sanchez,

Leonardo Morales, Laurie Eells, Beth Zerr, Kaia Kordosky-Herrera

ITEM ANNOUNCEMENT/DISCUSSION Information
provided by:

Meeting .
12:00pm Welcome Leila Barraza
Discussion | RHTP Update Leila Barraza

e AzAHEC was previously advised that additional information regarding K—12 funding
for Centers would be forthcoming; however, no additional details have been
provided.

e AzAHEC will share updates as soon as available.

Staffing Update
e  Matt Stelling has left the university and AzAHEC is currently recruiting for his
replacement.

e Once the position is filled, new calendar invitations and meeting links will be
distributed.

FY27 Regional Center Budgets

e AzAHEC finalizing the FY27 State center interim budgets and will distribute the
budgets to each Center.

e Interim budgets will be based on each Center’s FY26 State funding amount and
will be funded at 50% to allow Centers to move forward while the FY27 RFP
process is underway.

e Each Center will receive an invoice template based on this budget.

HRSA Performance Report Modification

e HRSA provided updated CBET definitions in May for the annual performance
report due July.

e Based on the new definitions, approximately 120,000 of the 680,000 CBET hours
AzAHEC had anticipated reporting were no longer eligible to be reported as
CBET hours on the initial submission.

e AzAHEC was the first AHEC in the country to submit the HRSA performance report
early on July 20.

e In late August, HRSA requested that AzZAHEC remove CBETs that did not reflect
a significant Center “touch.” These activities were moved to be reported under
another activity type on the performance report.

e AzAHEC is still determining what the updated requirements will mean for FY27
reporting for Centers and RHPPs. HRSA has not yet provided a complete
definition of what constitutes sufficient Center involvement.

o Centers should report CBET activities with multiple, meaningful
touchpoints with trainees. Just providing stipend support is not sufficient.
It is preferable to document specific ways the Center supported or

Rachel Ramos

Jennifer
Zoniga
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engaged with the trainee. If a Center has only one limited touchpoint
with a trainee and there is not significant Center involvement, the trainee
may not be eligible to be reported as CBET hours.
e AzAHEC will continue monitoring HRSA guidance and assessing how the revised
CBET definitions will affect FY27 reporting.
Further information is included in the attached PowerPoint Slide #3 presented during
the meeting.

AHEC Scholars Updates

2026-2028 Cohort Recruitment

e AzAHEC received 116 applications for the 2026—2028 AHEC Scholars Cohort.

e Some RHPPs did not meet their projected recruitment numbers, resulting in 16
additional spots available to offer to students on the waitlist. There are currently
33 students on the waitlist.

e  Waitlist spots will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis while ensuring
diversity in discipline representation.

e Students who have been accepted have received a welcome letter from AzAHEC
with important activity dates. Accepted Scholars should register for Orientation,
which is next week.

Further information is included in the attached PowerPoint Slide #4 presented during
the meeting.

RHPP Action ltems

e Review any pending applicants and move appropriate students to the waitlist.

e  AzAHEC will let RHPPs know if any students will be accepted from the waitlist
into the program.

e Review your accepted Scholars and reach out to confirm they are still interested
and available to participate in the program. This will help identify any potential
withdrawals.

e Notify AzAHEC if an accepted Scholar decides to withdraw from the program.

e  AzAHEC will notify RHPP Directors if any accepted Scholars still need to register
for Orientation.

Center Announcements and Upcoming Deadlines
e Tuesday, 9/22:
*  Year 1 Scholar Orientation at 6-8pm- must be registered to attend
* At 7pm- Mentors, Centers, and Year 1 Scholar group will meet
on group’s designated zoom link.
* Year 1 Scholars in process of getting assigned to AHEC Center
AHEC Centers will receive notification via email on
Year 1 Scholars and can get a list of assigned Scholars
from center dashboards.
2. Monthly Seminar Topic Submission Past due:
*  Faculty Mentors needing to submit their monthly seminar topic: AlH
(Year One) and SHEC (Both Years)
Further information is included in the attached PowerPoint Slide #5 presented during
the meeting.

Nicole Paredes will be on family leave starting October 1. Marni Valenzuela will be the
AzAHEC ASP contact while Nicole is out of the office.

Nicole
Paredes

Nicole
Paredes

Leila Barraza
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https://arizona.zoom.us/w/86372168252?tk=XEB7iVyI2ziQjpAXQwVVvPOgyFNBr8Fu5aQaKu3frwg.DQkAAAAUHC6yPBZfOUU3WllEbVMweUNjZXhPdGpOQVN3AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&uuid=WN_nMqQlBEBS8618937zDbg9A

Next Meeting
The next Center/RHPP Director meeting will be on 10/21/26 at noon via Zoom.

Ended
1:05 pm
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09/2026

AGENDA

RHTP Update

Center Contract Issuance Updates
HRSA Performance Report Modification
AHEC Scholars Update

Temporary Program Manager




FY 26 HRSA REPORTING CHANGES

INITIAL REPORTING UPDATED REPORTING
7-21-26 9-4-26

CBET 567,394 IND-GEN 313,568 LRI 182,565
HOURS CBET HOURS: PROGRAM

55% COMPLETER HOURS :

45%

UNIQUE 1,719  IND-GEN 977 LRI 886
CBET UNIQUE CBET PROGRAM

TRAINEES* TRAINEES: cgo, COMPLETERS: 44%

*Total trainees initially reported are less than subtotal of trainees reported in updated reports. The initial reporting
removed all duplicates but the updated reporting only removes duplicates within reported tables. Duplicates occur when
a trainee has field experiences at more than one location. with one experience reportable as a program completion and
another reportable as a CBET
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AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM RECRUITMENT STATUS

COHORT 26-28
AS OF 9-15-26

ASU CONHI 2 13 0 15 13 2
NAU PA 0 33 16 49 33 16
NAU PT 0 1 0 1 5 (4)
NAU SON 1 2 10 13 2 11
NAU OT 0 1 0 1 4 (3)
UA COM P 3 0 0 3 7 (4)
UACOMT 1 2 2 5 2 3
UA COP 0 8 0 8 12 (4)
UA CON 0 11 0 11 12 (1)
UA COPH 3 3 0 6 3 3
UA PT 0 2 2 2 2
UA PA 0 2 3 5 2 3
Total 10 78 33" 116 97

16 available waitlist spots
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		RHPP PROGRAM		PENDING REVIEW/APPROVAL		APPROVED APPLICATIONS		WAITLISTED		TOTAL RHPP APPLICATIONS		PROJECTED APPLICANTS		RECRUITMENT IMPACT

		ASU CONHI		2		13		0		15		13		2

		NAU PA		0		33		16		49		33		16

		NAU PT		0		1		0		1		5		(4)

		NAU SON		1		2		10		13		2		11

		NAU OT 		0		1		0		1		4		(3)

		UA COM P		3		0		0		3		7		(4)

		UA COM T		1		2		2		5		2		3

		UA COP		0		8		0		8		12		(4)

		UA CON		0		11		0		11		12		(1)

		UA COPH		3		3		0		6		3		3

		UA PT		0		2		2		4		2		2

		UA PA 		0		2		3		5		2		3

		Total		10		78		33		116		97		16 available waitlist spots






AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DEADLINES

AHEC REGIONAL CENTERS:
|. Tuesday, 9/22: Year | Scholar Orientation at 6-8pm-

* At 7pm- Mentors, Centers, and Year | Scholar group will meet on group’s designated zoom link for intros
and any fall immersion information and details.

* Year | Scholars in process of getting assigned to AHEC Center

* AHEC Centers will receive notification via email on Year | Scholars and can get a list of assigned
Scholars from your dashboards.

2. Monthly Seminar Topic Submission Past due:

* Faculty Mentors needing to submit their monthly seminar topic: AlH (Year One) and SHEC (Both Years)
Year 2 Scholar (cohort 25-27) Groups and Mentor will meet for September Monthly seminar on designated zoom
group link.

RHPPS:

|. Review and change Scholar submitted application status as soon as possible:
« UA COMP

2.._Scholars on waitlist EAS

*" Nicole will reach out to RHPPs as needed with next steps
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https://arizona.zoom.us/w/86372168252?tk=XEB7iVyI2ziQjpAXQwVVvPOgyFNBr8Fu5aQaKu3frwg.DQkAAAAUHC6yPBZfOUU3WllEbVMweUNjZXhPdGpOQVN3AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&uuid=WN_nMqQlBEBS8618937zDbg9A

	2026.09.16 RHPP Center Meeting Minutes
	Center-RHPP Meeting PPT 9-16-26.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	AGENDA
	Slide Number 3
	AHEC SCHOLARS Program Recruitment STATUS Cohort 26-28 �as of 9-15-26
	Slide Number 5


