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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Arizona AHEC

Area Health Education Centers

MEETING: RHPP Directors and Regional Center Directors
DATE: August 19, 2026

TIME: 12:00 — 12:33pm

PLACE: AHEC Zoom Meeting

HOST: Leila Barraza

RHPP Director Attendees:

Center Director Attendees:

Carrie Schuessler, Christy Pacheco, Shelley Vaughn, Bryna Koch, Gina Buban,
Nicole Ferschke, Bettie Coplan
Jeff Axtell, Yolanda Perez, Marica Martinic, Gloria Vasquez, Jennnifer Smith

Other Attendees: Jennifer Zoniga, Rachel Ramos, Marni Valenzuela, Nicole Paredes, Edgardo
Figuero, Alyssa Gough, Colleen Reed, Hildi Williams, Sonia Cota-Robles,
Abby Sanchez, Leonardo Morales,
Information
ITEM ANNOUNCEMENT /DISCUSSION provided
by:
Meetin Leila
l2:00p§n Welcome Barraza
Discussion | AzZAHEC Staff Update: Leila
AzAHEC is currently recruiting to fill a program coordinator, sr position, as Matt Stelling has left the | Barraza
University. RHPP /Center director meeting invitations and associated zoom links may be updated
once this position is filled.
FY26 HRSA Report:
e AzAHEC's FY26 HRSA report was submitted on 7/22/26, the same day as FY25.
Further information on AzZAHEC’s achievement metrics are included in the attached PowerPoint | Jennifer
Slide #2 presented during the meeting Zofiga
Annual Report to State:
e 2026 Annual Report was due from all funded programs by Saturday, August 15.
e Programs who did not submit their reports will be reminded to submit.
e Centers 4" quarter narrative reports are due 9/5/26.
Further information, including a list of programs who submitted their reports, is in the attached
PowerPoint Slide #3 presented during the meeting.
RHPP Award Letter Summary Timeline:
e All 12 RHPPs submitted a proposal. Marni
e AzAHEC is currently reviewing all proposals in the order received. Valenzuela
e Award Status Notification: Anticipated 8/30/26
e AllFY27 RHPP Awards will be paid on a cost-reimbursement basis.
Further information is included in the attached PowerPoint Slide #4 presented during the
meeting.
AHEC Scholar Program (ASP) 26-28 Cohort Recruitment Updates:
e RHPPs given ASP application management functionally in Salesforce as of 8/7/26.
e Asof 8/18/26, for cohort 26-28, there are 15 approved applications. 10 new scholars | Nicole
applications submitted awaiting review.11 scholar applications currently waitlisted. Paredes
e ASP application deadline is Sunday, September 13t
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RHPP Announcements and Upcoming Deadlines:
o RHPPs to accept all scholars up to maximum number approved for early acceptance in
Salesforce by Monday, September 14t
e Each RHPP to determine their own process on how to review their current applications and
manage the waitlist.
e AzAHEC will inform RHPPs of open number of slots after application closure and review in
mid-September.
e The following RHPPs shared their application management best practices:
o NAU PA has an internal deadline to evaluate /score all applicants by.
o UA COPH sends an email to all applicants re-enforcing the program requirements
to ensure they are a good fit to help determine if they should be accepted or not
into the program.

Center Announcements and Upcoming Deadlines:

e Draft agenda for Fall Community Immersion Due August 21- Send to Nicole

e  Faculty mentor seminar topic(s) submissions due September 14

e Submit topics to:
https:/ /varizona.co 1.qualtrics.com/jfe /form/SV 3CO3W1us1wQMmSW
e Faculty mentor presentation material due November 16
o  Submit materials to:
https:/ /varizona.col.qualtrics.com/ife /form/SV_3CO3W 1usl wQMmSW

Further information is included in the attached PowerPoint Slide #5-7 presented during the
meeting.

Preceptor Training
e Several RHPP Directors identified a need for preceptor training.
o  AzAHEC met with RHPP Directors to better understand the need and is exploring potential
funding opportunities to support preceptor training.
e AzAHEC has connected with some Regional Centers to learn more about preceptor training
opportunities currently available.
e CAAHEC offers a variety of virtual preceptor trainings and workshops and is actively
working toward developing a more robust preceptor training series. CAAHEC also hosted
a preceptor development conference in June, which included a presentation by Joe Harrison
(NAU PA).
o SAAHEC offers faculty development opportunities twice annually in person:
o Fall 2026: Focused on residency training. More information here: Overview -
Faculty Development Day: Educational Excellence in Residency Training.
o Spring 2027: For all preceptors.
= There is interest in recording this event and having it available for
asynchronous participation.

Next Meeting
The next Center/RHPP Director meeting will be on 9/16/26 at noon via Zoom.

Nicole
Paredes

Bettie
Coplan

Bryna Koch

Nicole
Paredes

Leila
Barraza
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Yolanda
Perez

Leila
Barraza

Ended
12:33pm
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ARIZONA AHEC ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

Description 2025-26 Trainees/Participants

» Community based experiential training (CBET) 1,719 unique trainees with 567,394 rotation hours
Field experiences for health profession trainees for all programs

> AHEC Scholars Program 220 AHEC Scholars (Cohorts 25-27 and 24-26)
Two-year interprofessional program for health profession students

» Pipeline Activities 1,476 Participants

Students in Grades 9-16 learn about health careers

» Continuing Education/Professional Development 5,286 Participants
Health professionals obtain CME and other certification in furtherance of their profession

Reflects data reported to HRSA on FY26 Annual Performance Report. Additional trainees, participants and hours are
reportable to State of Arizona and will be reflected on FY26 State Annual Report

Reporting Program Partners FYE 6/30/26

Six Regional Arizona Health Centers:
American Indian Health AHEC (AIH-AHEC); Central Arizona AHEC (CAAHEC); Center for Excellence in Rural Education (CERE-AHEC); Colorado Plateau Center for Health
Professions (CPCHP); Southern Arizona AHEC (SAAHEC); Southwest Health Education Collaborative (SHEC)

Eleven Rural Health Profession Programs (RHPP):

» University of Arizona: College of Medicine—Phoenix; College of Medicine—Tucson; College of Nursing; College of Pharmacy; Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public
Health, Department of Physical Therapy.

» Northern Arizona University: Department of Physician Assistant Studies; Occupational Therapy Program; Physical Therapy Program; School of Nursing

» Arizona State University: College of Nursing and Health Innovation

University of Arizona South Campus Medical Residency Program

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA HEALTH SCIENCES
A Arizona Area Health
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ALL PROGRAMS ANNUAL STATE REPORT

Each Center and RHPP was asked to submit a narrative report for FY26; due date was 8/15.
Program-specific is incorporated into the larger State of Arizona Lottery Report due to Legislators by |1/15.

Thanks to the programs who submitted their narratives as of 8/17:

CENTERS RHPPS

UA College of Medicine-Phoenix
UA NAU Physician Assistant Program
UA College of Nursing

All remaining Regional Centers and RHPPs are reminded their narratives are now due.

REMINDER FOR CENTERS ONLY: 4t Quarter Annual Narrative for P/E 8/31/25 is Due 9/5/26

08/2026 A E
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RURAL HEALTH PROFESSIONS PROGRAM
AWARD LETTER SUMMARY TIMELINE

All 12 RHPPs submitted an RFP.

v' Program Office is finalizing RHPP proposals reviewed in order received through 7/30/26.
FY27 RHPP Award Date

v" Program Office notifies RHPPs of FY27 Award Status. Anticipated: 8/30/26

v All FY27 RHPP Awards will be paid on a cost-reimbursement basis.

v" A final FY26 RHPP financial report was due from each RHPP not later than 8/15/26.

v For RHPPs who received an advance on FY26 funds, any unspent and unreturned funds will be
reduced from FY27 award.

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Arizona AHEC

Area Health Education Centers

S




RHPP ANTICIPATED NEW NEW SCHOLAR APPROVED
PROGRAM SCHOLARS APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Arizona AHEC

® | Area Health Education Centers

AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM ZAS
ANNOUCEMENTS & DEADLINES

RHPPS:
|. ASP application deadline: Sunday, September |3t

a) Submitted applications must be reviewed and approved (or change the status) by Monday, September
| 4¢h

2. ASP application tab Salesforce homepage is now available

a) Guide on how to approve or the change the status of the applications can be found:

b) Guide can also be found in your Salesforce homepage under “Salesforce Entry Resources” tile on the
right-hand side

c) ASP has moved

a) An updated recruitment flyer is available:

b) Updated application link and flyer is also available on Salesforce homepage

c) Students who visit old application link will be prompted to click on the new application site for
application submission


https://az-ahec.my.site.com/
https://az-ahec.my.site.com/
https://az-ahec.my.site.com/
https://scribehow.com/o/0TrScMAOQSaht4qpyC6Egw/viewer/View_and_Approve_AHEC_Scholar_Applications_in_Salesforce__IopkOBYAR1S2pB0rX7H_oQ
https://scribehow.com/o/0TrScMAOQSaht4qpyC6Egw/viewer/View_and_Approve_AHEC_Scholar_Applications_in_Salesforce__IopkOBYAR1S2pB0rX7H_oQ
https://az-ahec.my.site.com/
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf
https://azahec.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-08/20260810_ASP-2Year-Application-RHPP-Flyer-NEW-QRCode-Dates-Final.pdf

AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DEADLINES

AHEC REGIONAL CENTERS:

Continuing and approved Faculty Mentors monthly seminar material deadlines:
v" Topic(s) Submission — Due September |4

v" Each Faculty Mentor must submit a proposed seminar topic(s). The AzZAHEC Program Office will review and
approve all submitted topics.

v" Submit topic(s) to:
Presentation Material Submission- Due November |6

v" All presentation materials, including discussion prompts, must be submitted by November |5 (or the next
business day).

v Monthly Seminar Guidelines in the program manual:
v' Submit seminar materials to:

Note: Communication and deadline calendar invitations have been sent to all continuing and approved Faculty
Mentors, with AHEC Center Directors and staff copied on all correspondence.
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https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3CO3W1us1wQMmSW
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://azahec.arizona.edu/asp-manual-appendix-p
https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3CO3W1us1wQMmSW
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PRECEPTOR TRAINING

Several RHPP directors identified a need for
preceptor training.

All RHPP directors were invited to discuss
preceptor training needs with AzZAHEC on
7/20/26.

Funding opportunities are being explored.

Some Centers are currently offering training
and two centers will provide an overview of the
training they provide.
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