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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Arizona AHEC

Area Health Education Centers

MEETING: RHPP Directors and Regional Center Directors

DATE: June 17, 2026

TIME: 12:00 -1 2:30pm

PLACE: AHEC Zoom Meeting

HOST: Leila Barraza

RHPP Director Attendees: Bettie Coplan, Jeremey Gneck, Carrie Schuessler, Coy Collins, Chad
Brinkman, Christy Pacheco, Shelley Vaughn, Diane Nunez

Center Director Attendees: Jeff Axtell, Yolanda Perez, Shannan Gonzlez, Marica Martinic, Gloria

Other Attendees:

Vasquez

Jennifer Zoniga, Rachel Ramos, Sonia Cota-Robles, Marni Valenzuela, Nicole
Paredes, Edgardo Figuero, Alyssa Gough, Abby Sanchez, Hildi Williams,
Jennifer Peters, Beth Zerr, Jessica Mowan, Kaia Kordosky-Herrera

ITEM ANNOUNCEMENT/DISCUSSION Information
provided by:
Meeting Jennifer
12:00pm | VVelcome Zodiga
Discussion | Budget and Reporting Updates Jennifer
1. Overview of FY27 RHPP RFPs: Zdhiga

e Four FY27 RFP Meetings held April-May
e  Summary Session held in June
e FY27 budgets currently in development based on FY26 reported metrics

e Thanks to all RHPPs (besides new) for completing intent to submit form
e RHPPs should focus on pre-award activities:

e Reminder for FY28 funding:

e Anticipated release early week of 6/21
e 7/30 due date

e Prepare support schedule request for each Regional Centers for FY27
from whom support will be requested
e Requests for support should be generated by RHPP (and not from
individual students) to Centers
Discussion: ~ Student support requests should come from RHPP to be
consistent with Letters of Commitment and not from students. Centers should
loop RHPPs into conversation/email if this does happen. CAAHEC and CERE
have applications that students complete AFTER arranged by the RHPP
director. They have a repository of forms that RHPPs can review to screen
requests.
e Identify the type of support needed from Center (e.g., financial,
preceptors, etc.)
e Confer with all respective centers to review and discuss requests. Due
Date from RHPP to Center: 6/25/26
*  RHPP should be prepared to discuss student support
methodologies with Center.
* All requests will have an expiration date; Center should
reallocate unrequested support on that date.
* Centers may decline support request if prior year RHPP LOC
did not result in final requests from RHPP.
* Centers to issue LOC to requesting RHPPs by 7/10/26.

e RHPPs will receive overperformance funds for achievement of 90% of
all field experiences reflected in each FY27 Letter of Commitment.

e RHPPs will receive overperformance funds for achievement of 90% of
all field experiences in MUC or Rural communities.
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Important Update: All current AHEC Regional Centers integrated within
healthcare organizations that offer clinical services to community members will
automatically qualify as sites serving medically underserved communities.

FY27 Center Budgets:

Centers should anticipate an NCCR release from AHEC in Fall 2026 after HRSA
NOA is generated.

To accommodate cash flow needs, Centers will receive a state contract extension
for the first few months of FY28

HRSA Performance Report Update:

Salesforce is closed for all partners as AHEC prepares the HRSA report due July

e As always, Directors will be notified via email when Salesforce reopens
e Enhancements to Salesforce will include a year-round data entry cycle
with overperformance consideration for entrance of complete records
within guidelines.
Thank you COM-P and COM-T for assistance in gathering match data for
residents
AHEC is currently validating data. Some FEs may be reported to the state only.
AHEC will contact those affected with details.

AHEC Scholar Program Dates/Deadlines:

Centers:

July 1, 2026: Deadline for AHEC Centers to identify (or rehire) the ASP Faculty
Mentor for the 2026—2028 cohort. Please submit the new Faculty Mentor’s

CV /resume to nparedes@arizona.edu for approval.

September 8, 2026: New Faculty Mentor Orientation (via Zoom). This session is
designed for new Faculty Mentors; returning Faculty Mentors are welcome to
attend.

September 14, 2026: Deadline for Faculty Mentors to identify the topic(s) for
their monthly seminar materials. Guidelines can be found in the ASP Manual.
November 16, 2026: Deadline for Faculty Mentors to submit monthly seminar
materials using THIS link.

RHPPs:

September 13, 2026: AHEC Scholar Application deadline for the 2026-2028
cohort. This deadline applies to both student applications and RHPP Director
approvals. Note: Directors should approve applications no later than
September 14. Ideally, applications will be reviewed much sooner than that to
give Centers time to prepare. Last-minute approvals might also prevent a
student from joining the ASP waitlist.

September 22, 2026: New AHEC Scholar Orientation (via Zoom webinar). Year
1 Scholars must register in advance to receive the webinar link. Attendance is
required for all Year 1 Scholars and Faculty Mentors.

Other Announcements:

University of Arizona will be fully integrating health sciences activities into university
operations. As part of this, AZAHEC will move under the Office of the Provost.

Next Meeting
The next Center/RHPP Director meeting will be on 7/15/26 at noon via Zoom.

Nicole
Paredes

Leila Barraza

Ended
12:30pm
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